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present invention relates to a method of and apparatus for detecting cancer cells and more particularly to a method of and apparatus for detecting cancer cells by detecting the degree of fluorescence exhibited by cancer cells. 2. Description of the Prior Art
Cancerous cells frequently exhibit light fluorescence in addition to reflecting and transmitting visible light. The light fluorescence emitted by a cancer cell is a property of the cells and is the same as that exhibited by healthy cells. If it is possible to detect or

quantitate the light fluorescence of a living cancerous cell, it would be possible to detect cancer at an early stage. Such early detection of cancer would be extremely valuable. Cancer is the second most common disease killer in the United States, second only to
cardiovascular ailments. Prior techniques used to detect cancer include radiography, blood tests and visually detecting cancerous tumors. While these techniques have proven very useful, the most effective technique is that of visually observing the manifestation

of the cancer when it is at an advanced stage. The only technique used for early detection of cancer is that of removing the suspect tissue for biopsy. This latter technique is expensive, distasteful and requires the presence of skilled and expensive personnel.
Cancer is a process, which is well understood by the medical profession. Tumors
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